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Cabinet should enhance the reluctance of the other to
enter it.
However this may be, the retirement of Canning in
1821 seems to have led Lord Liverpool to think that
Peel might not be unwilling to replace him. Negotiations
of a somewhat vague character took place, in which in the
first instance no definite offer was made. Peel was in
any case determined not to accept the Presidency of
the Board of Control, the office vacated by Canning, and
when Lord Liverpool, finding that vague negotiations
were of no avail with a man of Peel's difficult temper,
definitely offered him the post, Peel definitely declined
it. But towards the end of the year, when the Ministry
seemed to be on the verge of dissolution, an alliance
was effected with the parliamentary followers of Lord
Grenville, and among the changes which followed Lord
Sidmouth resigned the office of Home Secretary, though
he still remained a member of the Cabinet, and his place
was offered to and accepted by Peel.
Peel thus stepped at once into the second place in
the House of Commons. Castlereagh, now Lord Lon-
ndonderry, still remained the leader of the House, and
Canning was still excluded from office by the animosity
of the king. In August 1822, shortly after the close
of the session, Castlereagh destroyed himself. His^
untimely and unexpected death led directly to moment-
ous changes in the structure and policy of Lord Liver-
pool's Government. The king was in Scotland when
Castlereagh died, and Canning, who had accepted the
post of Governor-General of India, was preparing to leave
England, The king wrote at once to Lord Liverpool
to announce his desire that the arrangements made